Q: WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO PCS?
A: Like many of our students, I came to
New York to dance the summer before
my 10th grade year, and I was invited
to participate in a year-round program.
I knew I would need to continue my
education and had heard about PCS
through some of the other dancers.
Years later, after becoming an educator,
I reached out to Carol Kleban (former
Associate Head of School and Alumni
Liaison). In 2002, I started at PCS as a
maternity leave substitute and ended up
staying for eleven years as the ESL teacher
and International Student Advisor. I moved
to my current position when former
Admissions Director Sherrie Hinkle retired.
I was interested in helping to shape the
culture and future of our school. It’s funny,
PCS was never a part of my “plan,” but I’ve
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been here for over 15 years now!

Q: WHAT MAKES PCS UNIQUE FROM
OTHER INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS?
A: I think our school is defined by who
our students are and the passions they
are pursuing outside of school. Our
students come to us from all around
the world, public schools, independent
schools, and a variety of socioeconomic
and cultural backgrounds. In addition to
our challenging and engaging academics,
we offer our students flexibility in
scheduling and course selection, as well
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this better than our current Director of
Admissions, Shari Honig. As an alumna,
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Q: WHAT HAS SURPRISED YOU MOST
ABOUT WORKING AT PCS?
A: What is interesting to me is the variety
of students applying to our school now.
We started off with actors, dancers,
musicians, and now we have students who
are rock climbers, DJ/ producers, tech
entrepreneurs, and many more! I’ve also
noticed that our dancers are coming to us
from so many different programs around
the city. We have more than ten different
dance institutions represented by our PCS
students.

Q: WHAT DO YOU WISH OTHER
PEOPLE KNEW ABOUT PCS?
A: I try to clarify for people what
“professional” means. We have a range
of students here—pre-professional,
professional, and students who are artsaffiliated. I’ve also come to realize that
PCS students may seem different because
they have an intense focus on their craft;
however, they are facing many of the same

(Shellie Sclan, Mark Savage), so every day
for me is a walk down memory lane.

